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1        Question from Councillor Amos Duveen to Councillor Helen Pighills, 
Cabinet member for Health Communities  

 
Thinking ahead about the looming winter crisis, is the council looking into providing 
warm spaces, so called ‘warm banks’, for people who cannot afford their energy bills?  
 
And, if so, what options are being considered? 
 
Written answer 
 
We have been working closely with Oxfordshire County Council, who recently 
announced a series of measures to help residents in need across the county this 
winter.  They include using the counties libraries as warm places and a cost-of-living 
grant scheme aimed towards meetings the immediate needs of the crisis, developing 
personalised and specialist support, and promoting a more connected local 
charitable network. 
  
Specifically, within the Vale of White Horse, we are looking across our own property 
portfolio to identify additional warm place locations for our residents and are pleased 
that our town and parish councils are doing the same.  Members and officers have 
also attended a number of cost-of-living clinics across the district, where we offered 
advice and signposted to available support.  We continue to directly offer support 
and advice to all our residents and businesses through our Community Hub and will 
continue to map and signpost to support across our district. 
 

2            Question from Councillor David Grant to Councillor Debby Hallett, 

Cabinet member for Corporate Services and Transformation  
 
With the ending of the sale of new petrol and diesel cars just over seven years away, 
electric vehicle charging points are now becoming a welcome condition on many 
planning permissions.  At a local new estate, I was disappointed to see developers 
had installed the bare minimum to meet this condition, using a three-pin 
socket.  Charging a car on these could take up to 20 hours making it impractical to 
rely on for daily use and preventing residents taking advantage of cheaper electricity 
rates at night, which the national grid needs them to do to balance electricity 
demand.  These are likely to be ripped out and replaced by anyone who is 
considering making the switch.  
  
The council has been farsighted enough to install much faster public charging points 
in our local car parks, but home charging is still the most cost-effective option for 
residents. Is there anything we can do to insist on a minimum charging speed for 
new chargers where they are being insisted on as part of the planning conditions? 

Written answer 
 
Building Regulations cover the installation of EV charging points on residential 
property and set a minimum speed of 7KW for EV chargers. Planning conditions 
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must accord with legislation. On 15 June 2022 new regulations became effective, 
meaning that the example given reflects the position prior to that change. We 
endeavour to encourage the use of faster chargers through discussions with 
developers, but of course national legislation limits what we can require. We must 
continue to make the case to government that their building regulations need to go 
far further to ensure all new development is high quality and carbon negative. 
 

3       Question from Councillor Bob Johnston to Councillor Neil Fawcett, 
Cabinet member for Strategic Partnerships  

 
Following the news that the OxPlan 2050 process has come to an end, what will the 
council do to ensure that our agreed priorities continue to influence planning policy 
across Oxfordshire? 
 
Written answer 

 
Following the news that the OxPlan 2050 process has come to an end, what will the 
council do to ensure that our agreed priorities continue to influence planning policy 
across Oxfordshire? 
  
All the Councils in Oxfordshire have signed up to the Oxfordshire Strategic Vision, 
and we had hoped that the OxPlan 2050 process would lead to a strategic plan for 
the whole county that would deliver those objectives. 
 
The Vision sets out a set of clear outcomes we wanted to see by 2050 including: 

 Our natural environment will be in a better state than that in which we found it 
 We will already be carbon neutral and accelerating towards a carbon negative 

future 
 Our residents will be healthier and happier, and overall wellbeing will have 

improved 
 Our county will be a more equal, fair and inclusive place for everyone 
 We will have energy efficient and affordable homes in the right number, 

location and tenure 

We worked hard with the other councils to try and reach agreement on a way 
forward that would deliver these outcomes. Unfortunately, it became clear that there 
was no consensus between the councils on how best to approach this. 
  
The Vale remains committed to delivering those outcomes and those in our own 
Corporate Plan. 
 
Without an Oxfordshire Plan, the role of our Joint Local Plan becomes even more 
important in delivering these outcomes. It is being prepared in partnership with South 
Oxfordshire District Council and will set out the scale of growth across the Vale and 
where housing and other development will be located. 
  

Page 3



Written responses to questions – 12 October 2022 
Council meeting 
 

The Future Oxfordshire Partnership met in September and agreed the formation of a 
new Planning Advisory Group, made up of a member representing each District 
Council and the County Council. Through this group, the Vale will have an effective 
role in shaping wider thinking on Oxfordshire's future.  
 
Across all of the previous participants of OxPlan 2050, there exists an ongoing ‘duty 
to cooperate’ this was not a function of OxPlan 2050, but of the planning system 
itself. This ‘duty to cooperate’ is a legal test that requires cooperation between 
neighbouring authorities to maximise the effectiveness of policies.  
 
We will work together with other Oxfordshire authorities where sensible, (for example 
when commissioning evidence to inform our Joint Local Plan). We will also be able 
to influence what is going on outside the district by responding to consultations on 
Local Plans and other policies launched by our neighbours, like the recently 
launched Oxford City Local Plan.  We will support proposals that will deliver the 
outcomes set out in the Oxfordshire Strategic Vision, the new County Transport 
Strategy and other relevant policies and will ensure that the interests of Vale 
residents are upheld throughout. 
 
 
4        Question from Councillor Ron Batstone to Councillor Emily Smith, Leader 

of the Council  
   
In July 2021 Council reiterated its commitment to opening Grove station. It asked the 
leader to write to the Secretary of State for transport to ask for this to be considered 
as soon as possible. 
 
Can the leader give an update on any response to her letter and the outcome of the 
bid to the Restoring Your Railways Fund?  
 
Written answer 
 
Thank you for the question on this matter which I know enjoys widespread support 
from members, local businesses and our residents.  I did write to the Secretary of 
State in August 2021, but I have not had the courtesy of a reply. 
  

I'm sorry to say that the bid promoted by the County Council and sponsored by the 

local MP to the Restoring Your Railways Fund was unsuccessful.  The summary 

assessment was as follows:  

"The proposal presents a strong case for the scheme in the context of expected 

growth in the area and references previous studies covering costs and feasibility. 

The scheme has support from a range of stakeholders. Evidence to support benefits 

narrative could be more detailed, but the scheme carries a significant risk in the form 

of the feasibility of operating services to stop at the station on an extremely busy 

critical strategic corridor." 
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Oxfordshire County council are paying for further feasibility work that will help make 

the case for investment next time an application for government funding is available. 

I spoke to David Johnston MP about the disappointing result of the Restore Your 

Railways application and asked about alternative government funding sources, but 

he wasn’t aware of any at this time.  

The land required for a new station remains safeguarded in our local plan, but the 

funding for delivery and the logistics around trains stopping at Grove are of course 

not in this council’s direct control. Partnership working and keeping Grove station at 

the top of the regional and national agenda is key. 

 

5        Question from Councillor Paul Barrow to Councillor Judy Roberts, Cabinet 
member for development and infrastructure 

 
We continue to have an increasing number of incidents of untreated sewage being 
discharged into our rivers with all the risks to public health from enteric infections and 
spread of antibiotic resistance. This was discussed at the Full Council meeting in July 
2020. It is a problem for the Environment Agency, but much could be done by Thames 
Water through improved infrastructure to support new housing development.  
 
I would like to know, first, what is being done to ensure that new housing developments 
incorporate sufficient sewerage (infrastructure) capacity and that this is associated 
with improved treatment capacity and, second, can we be assured that for all new 
housing development surface water is separated from foul water and discharged or 
treated separately?   
 
Written answer 
 

I am also very concerned about the increasing sewage discharges into our rivers and 

streams, both in terms of public health and the damage to nature.  

All new development requires adequate drainage infrastructure that accords with the 

Building Regulations, including the appropriate separate systems for foul and surface 

water. As part of the plan making process, we consult with Thames Water to ensure 

appropriate capacity can be planned for and linked to our trajectories for the delivery 

of new housing. In addition, on all applications for major housing development we 

consult Thames Water and impose planning conditions to co-ordinate housing 

delivery with the necessary infrastructure. As Thames Water is our statutory 

consultee in relation to new development, we have to rely on the information they 

provide when making planning decisions.  
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6        Question from Councillor Diana Lugova to Councillor Emily Smith, Leader 
of the council 

 
As the planning authority, when making decisions about planning applications we must 
comply with national planning policy and regulations to ensure that development is not 
harmful to nature and wildlife. I believe our council has ambitions to strengthen local 
policy to protect and enhance wildlife when planning new development, but I am very 
worried that recent announcements from the national government about scrapping of 
environmental laws will make this even harder. 
 
The laws the government have said they would get rid of include the Habitat 
Regulations which protect some of our most vulnerable wildlife and green places 
across England. They also defend our clean water, clean air, and clean rivers. 
 
Would the government's new stated approach mean that our ambitions as a council to 
strengthen protection and enhancement of wildlife and biodiversity though stronger 
policies in our emerging Joint Local Plan be undermined?  
 
Written answer 

This council is committed to increasing biodiversity in our Corporate Plan. The 

Oxfordshire Strategic Vision, which we signed up to with the other councils in 

Oxfordshire, aims to ensure that, by 2050, "Our natural environment will be in a 

better state than that in which we found it" and that development will "Enhance the 

historic and natural environment " 

My expectation is that our new Joint Local Plan will reflect this ambition. 

 

The previous Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs advised an 

intention to amend the Habitats Directive, which protects Natura 2000 sites. This 

would impact on our approach to planning policy in the emerging Joint Local Plan. 

As a new Secretary of State was appointed on 6 September, we await to fully 

understand any changes in relation to Habitat Regulations and the impact on our 

local plans and other local work to protect nature and increase biodiversity. 

 

Like Councillor Lugova, I am growing increasingly worried about a number of 

statements made by a number of ministers over recent weeks.  

I note that a number of well-respected non-political organisations such as the RSPB, 

National Trust, Wildlife and Countryside Link, and the Wildlife Trusts have taken the 

unusual step of vocally opposing suggestions by the Truss administration which 

constitute an ‘attack on nature’. I share their concerns about policies such as: 

 The removal from the statute books of 570 laws derived from EU directives 

that make up the bedrock of environmental regulations in the UK, covering 

sewage pollution, water quality and clean air. These include the habitat 

regulations, which have protected areas for wildlife for more than 30 years. 

 The ending of the moratorium on fracking. 
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 The creation of 38 low-tax investment zones where environmental protections 

are to be relaxed to encourage development and reduce local planning 

powers. 

 The scrapping of the post-Brexit environmental land management scheme 

(Elms), which pays farmers to enhance nature. 

 

Until legislation is passed, and guidance produced it is hard to say if and how 

changes to Habitat Regulations and other legislation will impact our work locally. In 

the meantime, we need to continue to ensure our Joint Local Plan reflects this 

council’s commitment to achieving the best possible outcomes for nature as 

possible.  

 
7        Question from Councillor Elaine Ware to Councillor Sally Povolotsky, 

Cabinet member for Climate Change and Environment           
 
Across the Vale of White Horse, we now have 62 Electric vehicle chargers in the 
council car parks, thanks to work at all levels of government. Would the Cabinet 
Member for Climate Change and Environment please provide the information as to:  

1. The total usage of EV Chargers from each car park since installation   
2. Loss of income from parking bays now occupied by EV charger instillations   
3. Income received by the council from the use of the chargers.   

Written answer 

Thank you for the question, I’m sure all members are as pleased as I am to see the 
chargers in place across our district, giving opportunities for drivers to transition to 
more sustainable vehicle types to address the climate crisis.  This Innovate funded 
project is an investment in future transport needs, and an investment in infrastructure 
ahead of the major vehicle ‘power’ changes in 2030. 

1. In terms of the total usage of EV Chargers from each car park since installation we 
can advise of the following usage in the period of June to August 2022: 

 Wantage Portway - 379 sessions 

 Abingdon West St. Helen Street - 373 sessions 

 Abingdon Cattle Market  - 295 sessions 

 Abingdon Audlett Drive – 287 sessions 
 Faringdon Southampton Street – 205 sessions 

This is a total of 1,539 sessions and a total of 19,377 kWh of energy charged. 

2. There is no loss of income from parking bays now occupied by EV charger installations 
as people who use the bays to charge their electric vehicles pay for their parking ticket 
charge like all other car park users.  Whilst we have lost a few bays from the equipment 
such as a kiosk or extra wide charging bays, pre-installation data identified that there 
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was sufficient capacity (underutilisation of spaces) in the car parks for this to make no 
difference to the income.   

 

3. In terms of income received by the council from the use of the chargers, the council 
has entered into a profit share agreement with the provider EZ Charge, however the 
point at which profit is generated will depend on take up.  At the project inception it 
was profiled to be in profit within four years, and we have seen a steady increase in 
take up and kWh charged since the chargers opened for use.  
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